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News Briefs
By Kyle Kamischke
Netflix to let you 
watch online
Commercial planes 
to get anti-missile 
defense
British bases 
disappear
Rose celebrates 
Recently, California based Netflix, Inc. 
announced that it plans to start giving its 
subscribers the ability to view content such 
as movies and television shows online. 
This is a move intended to give immediate 
enjoyment to customers compared to the 
original method of sending DVD’s through 
the mail. The company initially plans on 
allowing only a limited number of its six 
million subscribers to use their instant 
viewing feature at no extra charge in order 
to test their server capabilities. Customers 
will be able to view anywhere between six 
and 48 hours of material each month. The 
amount of viewing time depends on how 
much customers pay for the movie ser-
vice. Netflix has not announced when the 
service will begin.
Testing has started on anti-missile sys-
tem that may be implemented on com-
mercial jets throughout the country pend-
ing the results of the test. Several MD-10 
cargo jets will soon have the anti-missile 
system installed, which consists of an in-
visible laser. When the system detects an 
incoming anti-aircraft missile, it targets 
the missile with the laser and interferes 
with its guidance system. Up to this point, 
tests of the system have consisted of fir-
ing an “electronic missile surrogate” in or-
der to simulate an actual missile launch. 
Everything operated as expected and the 
electronic missile launch and missile were 
detected successfully. The anti-missile 
system is inspired by an incident in Israel 
in 2002 where terrorists fired on a passen-
ger jet, but missed.
Google, at the request of the British 
Army, has removed any remnants of sat-
ellite pictures of British military bases in 
Iraq. The military saw it as a strategic ad-
vantage for terrorists wishing to attack 
weak spots at the bases such as tents and 
other unfortified structures. In place of the 
base images are satellite imagery of the 
land before the bases were constructed. 
Some people feel that this is too little, too 
late since the images have been available 
for some time now. There are reports that 
print-outs of the bases “are being sold to 
rogue militias.” There is no word of wheth-
er Google will remove other military bases 
from their satellite mapping system.
Dr. King
This past Monday and Tuesday, Rose celebrated the life and works of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  with a plethora of speakers 
and special events, including (from left to right):  Gerald Jakubowski, President of Rose-Hulman, Katheline Utley, Chair of the 
Foreign Language Department at Terre Haute North Vigo High School, Molly Secours (presenting “Whispering Black”), M. Hos-
sein Hariri, Department Head and Professor of Chemical Engineering, Mark Minster, Assistant Professor of English, Brian Tay-
lor, Director of Publications and Webmaster, Joshua Holden, Assistant Professor of Mathematics, and Maki Hirotani, Assistant 
Professor of Japanese.
Andrew Carlson and Kyle Wilson/ Rose Thorn
Fred Webber
Staff Writer
Martin Luther King Day was Monday, Janu-ary 15. Rather than 
only recognize the day with 
one event, the Diversity Coun-
cil hosted five. On Wednesday, 
President Gerald Jakubowski 
addressed some leaders from 
the student body, saying that 
“Diversity is very, very impor-
tant to me. One of the disap-
pointing things about Rose-
Hulman is we are not a very 
diverse campus,” going on to 
state that recruiters complain 
about the lack of diversity. “I’m 
just not talking about racial di-
versity,” explained Jakubowski, 
commenting that when stu-
dents graduate, they need to 
understand different cultures, 
religions, ethnicities, etc. “I 
believe [we] at Rose-Hulman 
need to do a better job on di-
versity.”
On Monday, the Diver-
sity Council sponsored a film 
called “Eyes on the Prize.” 
Caroline Carvill, Chair of the 
Humanities and Social Sci-
ences Department and Pro-
fessor of Amerian Literature, 
facilitated a discussion after-
wards. 
Tuesday morning, Rose-
Students that reserved a spot 
were able to participate in a 
breakfast where Katheline Ut-
ley gave a speech entitled ‘A 
Dream Deferred”. Utley is the 
chair of the Foreign Language 
Department at Terre Haute 
North Vigo High School.  Ut-
ley received an honorary 
doctorate from Rose-Hulman 
in 2002. Tuesday Afternoon, 
Molly Secours discussed how 
speaking in hushed tones re-
garding race increases the 
divide between members of 
each race.  
“Diversity is a day to day 
concern and opportunity to 
learn and not just a topic for 
one day or week of the year,” 
stated Donna Gustafson, 
chair of the Diversity Council. 
Assistant Professor of Eng-
lish Mark Minster expressed, 
“Ideally, we’d stretch a holiday 
that celebrates diversity and 
service every day of the year.”
Wednesday morning, about 
70 student leaders and fac-
ulty members were invited 
to a luncheon discussing the 
Golden Rule, as it is presented 
in eight religions and even a 
brief nod to physics. “If we 
want to promote diversity, we 
need to start with our student 
leaders,” said Jakubowski. 
Minster gave the main pre-
sentation, which professed 
that the tension between 
thought, feeling, and action 
was not good. 
“This separation [between 
science and religion] is … 
condescending nonsense,” 
said Minster. “Distrust any 
talk that isn’t supported by 
practice,” he added. During 
the presentation, five Rose-
Hulman faculty and staff dis-
cussed Buddhism, Shintoism, 
Islam, Zoroastrianism, Juda-
ism, and Christianity. 
“The Diversity Council 
members have been pleased 
and encouraged by the atten-
dance at this week’s events,” 
said Gustafson.
ASCE conference leads to new skills, ideas
Rachel Howser
Staff Writer
The Cecil T. Lobo Chap-ter of the American So-ciety of Civil Engineers 
attended the Workshop for 
Student Leaders in Nashville, 
Tennessee from Friday, Janu-
ary 12 through Sunday, Janu-
ary 14.  The workshop was 
an officer training session 
sponsored by the American 
Society of Civil Engineers’ 
Committee on Student Ac-
tivities.  Attendees included 
President Matt Trowbridge, 
Vice President Andrew 
Pinkstaff, Secretary Rachel 
Howser, Treasurer Sebastian 
Mendes, and Kevin Sutterer, 
Associate Professor of Civil 
Engineering.  
The first activity of the 
conference was “Engineer-
ing Ethics Live.”  Sutterer, 
a member of the Editorial 
Board for the American So-
ciety of Civil Engineers Jour-
nal of Professional Issues 
in Engineering Education 
and Practice, was chosen to 
moderate the session.  
The Rose-Hulman stu-
dents acted out two ethics-
based skits where an engi-
neer is put into a difficult 
situation.  
Continued on Page 3...
Chris Casillas
Staff Writer
This week Rose students had an opportunity to regis-ter for classes in the spring 
quarter.  On Monday, January 15, 
the Rose Thorn had an opportunity 
to meet with Timothy Prickel, the 
Registrar, and Jan Lind, the Asso-
ciate Registrar, to interview them 
about registration.
Thorn:  What is it like on regis-
tration day?
Prickel:  Today has been very 
smooth.  It is exciting and we do 
enjoy registration.  We like it when 
students come in.
Thorn:  What is the most chal-
lenging aspect of registration day?
Lind:  Usually the third or fourth 
day, since that is when more of the 
situations where students are not 
able to get into the section or the 
class they wanted, or had planned 
on taking.  It usually goes pretty 
smooth on the first day, and more 
issues come up in the later days.  If 
everyone is getting what he or she 
wants and so on, it is really quiet 
for us.  When it doesn’t work out, 
then we hear from those students.
Thorn: Who all is involved in 
registration?
Prickel:  Everyone here in the 
office, as well as the department 
heads who determine what is go-
ing to be offered.  The folks in IAIT 
help out, as well as the print shop 
with the printouts.  The advisors 
are also very busy.
Thorn:  How long does it take 
you to prepare for registration?
Prickel: I usually request the 
information from the department 
heads about 3-4 weeks before fi-
nals, and start working on sched-
uling during finals week.  The 
schedule of classes is the biggest 
time consumer, and the schedule 
is created and put together here.
Thorn: How is it decided the 
number of sections offered, the 
number of people allowed in a 
class, what hour the classes are of-
fered, and what room they are of-
fered in?
Prickel:  The department heads 
determine the number of sec-
tions and the number of people 
in the classes, and they also assign 
the instructors and the classes of-
fered.  We, then, based on that and 
based on student majors, create 
the schedule.  We only assign what 
hours the classes are offered, and 
which classrooms they are in.  For 
example, the chemical engineers 
have a required lab from 7-10th 
hour, and required lectures in ad-
dition to those, which can’t be dur-
ing 7-10th hour, so we try to juggle 
around that.  The same thing oc-
curs when there are students with 
double majors, such as a chemical 
engineer and a chemistry major. 
We try not to schedule both their 
labs at the same time.  There is 
no formula we use; we just try to 
accommodate as many student 
schedules as we can.  By far, the 
biggest frustration is when there 
are two classes in conflict for stu-
dents.  I do not like making people 
take other classes if there are con-
flicts.
Lind:  There are certain classes, 
which have been requested to 
have certain rooms, and we have 
to schedule those to work out, as 
well as make them available to the 
professors and the students, so it is 
really complex.
Thorn: Why does registration 
occur in the mornings, and not in 
the afternoon?
Prickel:  We think students are 
anxious to register.  We hope the 
students like the fact they have 
extra time to register, and hope it 
opens up an availability for a class. 
I think it’s good for some of the stu-
dents, and if it helps them, then it 
is worth it to us.
Lind:  I think we picked 7:00 a.m. 
because we used to have five time 
slots (seven, nine, eleven, one, and 
three), and we started at seven in 
order to fit it all in.  Instead of every 
two hours now, it is every hour and 
a half, and we extended the length 
on how long students are able to 
register.  It used to be that students 
would walk into our office and 
hand us their list of classes, and 
we would write it all down.  It was 
basically like a wish list.  We would 
then enter it all, and then make a 
lot of changes.  At least now, the 
students are able to make the 
changes themselves.  There is a lot 
less we have to change behind the 
scenes.
Thorn:  Any other thoughts?
Lind:  There are usually very 
minimal problems, and we would 
like everyone to be happy.  There 
are some situations that won’t 
work out, but it seems like it is go-
ing well.  It’s impossible to know 
what all the possible scenarios 
for scheduling classes for all the 
double majors and so on to avoid 
scheduling conflicts, but we do our 
best to make everything work out.
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Sophomore Jon Nyone secures a  class during registration.
Albert Mui/ Rose Thorn
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Upcoming Elections 
By:  Eric Volz 
It is officially election season in 
the Student Government Asso-
ciation with two important elec-
tions coming up here in January.  
Both elected offices of the Ex-
ecutive Committee, President 
and Vice-President, will be 
available to any eligible Rose-
Hulman student.  However, any-
one wishing to run will need to 
turn in the appropriate forms to 
the Student Affairs Office by this 
Friday to be eligible.  All sopho-
mores and juniors received this 
information in their campus 
mailbox earlier last week, but if 
anyone needs another copy, feel 
free to email me at vol-
zew@rose-hulman.edu to receive 
another one. 
The primary elections will be 
Tuesday, January 23 with the 
final elections being held on 
January 30.  I strongly encourage 
all those with an interest in the 
future of the Rose-Hulman stu-
dent body to consider running 
and vote in the upcoming elec-
tions.  The new term for these 
positions will begin this spring 
quarter and last through the fol-
lowing fall and winter quarters. 
Good luck to all the future candi-
dates and have a great race. 
January 19—Petitions 
to run for Student 
Government Associa-
tion President or Vice-
President due in the 
Student Affairs office 
January 23—Primary 
Elections for Student 
Government Associa-
tion President and 
Vice-President Posi-
tions
J a n u a r y  2 4 —
Tailgating for the 
Swim Meet Against 
DePauw University 
January 30—Fusion 
January 30—Final 
Elections for Student 
Government Associa-
tion President and 
Vice-President Posi-
tions
F e b r u a r y  5 - 9 —
Engineers Week  
F e b r u a r y  1 0 —
Tailgating for the 
Men’s Basketball 
Team 
If you would like your 
club’s events to be 
publicized here, con-
tact:     Rachel Howser 
at howserrn@rose-
hulman.edu
SGA Tailgates for 
Wednesday’s Women’s 
Basketball Game 
By:  Rachel Howser 
On Wednesday night the 
women’s basketball team de-
feated our across town rivals, the 
Saint  Mary-of- the-Woods 
Pomeroys, by 41 points to retain 
the Clabber Girl Trophy.  The 
Student Government Association 
supported the event by providing 
free sno cones for the fans. 
The Student Government Association of Rose-Hulman 
Senate Update 
By: Rachel Howser 
SGA met on Tuesday, January 
16th for the first meeting of 
2007.  The meeting was quite 
short due to the absence of any 
new or old business.  The gen-
eral fund stands at $48,593.17.  
Senate discussed Diversity 
Week, upcoming events, officer 
elections, and a constitutional 
amendment. 
Upcoming Events 
FUSION
Program to connect ISU, Rose, Ivy 
Tech, and Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
January 30 7-9pm 
More Details to Come 
ISU Campus 
After the skits, Sutterer answered 
any questions about the scenarios 
and provided five options that the 
engineer may choose to mediate 
the problem.  The over 300 mem-
ber audience then chose which 
option was most ethical.  After 
that, a board of experts gave their 
opinion on the situation.  
Other activities included learn-
ing keys to a successful organi-
zation, brainstorming ideas for 
public service and educational 
outreach programs, learning to 
conduct a better meeting, finding 
ways to increase chapter mem-
bership, fundraising tips, and how 
to improve annual reports.
The American Society of Civil 
Engineers requires that all stu-
dent chapters complete an an-
nual report which provides a 
comprehensive record of one 
calendar year of activities.  The 
reports are then reviewed and 
awards are based on what ac-
tivities were completed and how 
they were represented in the re-
port.  The most prestigious award 
is the Ridgeway Award which 
is given to the most outstand-
ing student chapter of the year. 
Rose-Hulman’s chapter has won 
the Ridgeway Award the last two 
years.  The chapter was recog-
nized for this achievement on 
several occasions during the con-
ference. 
Registering with the Registrar
Advertisement
?????????????? The Rose Thorn
Rachel Howser
Staff Writer
Eragon, Christopher 
Paolini‘s  first novel,  became 
an instant bestselling fantasy 
novel when it was published 
professionally in 2003.  The 
story is very reminiscent of 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the 
Rings. Eragon takes place in 
the mythical land of Alagaë-
sia.  It follows the adventures 
of a teenager named Eragon 
and his dragon Saphira.  In 
Alagaësia, there used to be 
a number of dragons and 
dragon riders; this elite 
group kept peace in the 
land.  However, one dragon 
rider, Galbatorix, went mad 
after his dragon was killed.  
He led a group called the 
Forsworn, a group of thir-
teen riders that betrayed 
and killed the other riders.  
Galbatorix then made him-
self king of Alagaësia.  
For years the inhabitants of 
the land lived in oppression, 
believing that dragons were 
extinct.  One day, a teenager 
found a peculiar blue stone 
in the forest.  He brought it 
home with him, thinking it 
could be worth some mon-
ey.  No one seemed to want 
the stone, so he kept it.  One 
day the “stone” hatched, ex-
pelling a baby dragon and 
making Eragon a dragon rid-
er. This event bought hope 
to the resistance movement.  
The novel tells the story of 
Eragon and Saphira’s adven-
tures in trying to reach the 
resistance movement and 
climaxes in a large battle be-
tween the resistance and the 
king’s men.
As most of you probably 
know, the novel was adapted 
into a film that was released 
in December of 2006.  Be-
ing great admirers of both 
Eragon and its sequel, El-
dest, my brother and I set off 
to see the film.  The movie 
proved to be disappoint-
ing to fans of the novel.  
Granted, the novel was quite 
lengthy, but nearly half of it 
was left out of the film.  Also, 
the characters did not look 
as they should.  Dwarves 
and elves were indiscern-
ible from humans.  So many 
characters and events were 
omitted that it would be dif-
ficult, if not impossible, to 
make the sequel.
As most people are when 
they see the film adaptation 
of a treasured novel, I was 
disappointed overall.  The 
film may be decent enough 
for those who are not fa-
miliar with Paolini’s work, 
but I believe that those who 
have read the book will have 
share my feelings.  The direc-
tor and screenwriters simply 
chose to cut out too much of 
the storyline.  
Rose-Hulman News
Rose-Hulman students and 
faculty will showcase their tal-
ents as singers, musicians, danc-
ers, and even jugglers in a spe-
cial Encore Engineers variety 
show on Saturday, January 20, in 
Hatfield Hall Theater. 
The 7:30 p.m. show, pro-
claimed “Respect the Talents of 
the Engineer,” is a new feature of 
Rose-Hulman’s Performing Arts 
Series.  It opens more avenues 
for scholars to display their hid-
den talents, according to Bunny 
Nash, Rose-Hulman’s director of 
student performing arts.
Tickets are $5 for all guests, 
while being free for Rose-Hul-
man students, faculty and staff 
members.  Tickets can be re-
served by calling the Hatfield 
Hall ticket office at (812) 877-
8544 or purchased before the 
show.
“We have lots of talented stu-
dents and faculty that were look-
ing for more ways to share their 
love of music and performing 
with the public,” Nash said.  The 
show was organized by a stu-
dent committee and performers 
were selected from auditions. 
Students Eric Volz and Megan 
Greenwell will serve as master of 
ceremonies.
Jennifer Cringoli has been 
studying dance since two years 
old, began intensive training at 
the age of seven, and became 
passionate about lyrical danc-
ing around 14 years old.  She will 
perform a lyric dance to the song 
“Broken,” by Lindsey Hahn.
“Dancing is my outlet for cre-
ative energy and often my stress 
relief,” says the senior biomedi-
cal engineering major from 
North Beach, Md.  “No mat-
ter what mood I am in, when I 
dance I use my feelings to make 
my work even stronger and more 
genuine.”
Adam Lusk, a freshman me-
chanical engineering major from 
Ada, Ohio, has played the gui-
tar for approximately six years 
and has had two years of formal 
training in the instrument.  He 
will perform the vocal and guitar 
arrangement to his own version 
of “In the Secret,” a song record-
ed by the group SonicFlood.
“Having abilities outside of ac-
ademics is crucial for life,” Lusk 
said.
Meanwhile, juniors Saman-
tha Dick and Brittany McGowan 
will sing “What Is This Feeling?”, 
a powerful song, featuring so-
prano and alto voices, from the 
hit Broadway musical “Wicked.” 
Both students are members of 
the Rose Chorus and have per-
formed in Rose-Hulman Drama 
Club musical productions.
“We love ‘Wicked’ and decided 
to jump at the opportunity to 
perform in this show,” said Dick, 
a biomedical engineering and 
mechanical engineering double-
major from Fort Wayne.
McGowan, a biomedical en-
gineering major from Gurnee, 
Ill., added, “Singing and per-
forming, whether it’s in the 
chorus, drama club or this type 
of show, allows you to go to dif-
ference places — away from 
the pressures of school — for a 
little while.  Singing makes me 
happy.”
Faculty members being show-
cased include vocalist Julia 
Williams and acoustic guitar-
ist Thomas Adams, performing 
Christopher Cross’ rhythmic 
“Sailing” and Beck Hansen’s 
“The What It’s At! Bossa.” Wil-
liams, executive director of in-
stitutional research, planning 
and assessment and professor 
of English, sang operas while 
earning a double major in Eng-
lish and music at Trinity Univer-
sity.  However, jazz music has 
become a personal favorite.  She 
has found a musical partner in 
Adams, an associate professor 
of mechanical engineering, who 
is a classically-trained violinist 
who taught himself the acoustic 
guitar.
“Performing on guitar is not 
only a way to allow people to en-
joy music, but also an opportu-
nity to showcase the guitar — to 
serve as an ambassador for an 
incredibly complex and versa-
tile instrument,” said Adams, a 
Rose-Hulman alumnus.  “I think 
that arranging and performing 
tunes for a single voice and a 
single instrument as Julia and I 
have done creates an intimacy 
that really draws the audience 
closer to the music.”
Computer science and soft-
ware engineering professor J.P. 
Mellor will present “Tam Bain’s 
Lum” and “The Rakes of Kildare” 
on bagpipes. 
Other students featured in 
Saturday’s show include singer 
Kristen Parrish, a junior electri-
cal engineering major, who will 
perform “Suspended”; pianist 
Michael Nguyen, junior elec-
trical engineering major, will 
play the third movement of 
Beethoven’s “Moonlight Sonata”; 
and freshman mechanical engi-
neering major Jeremy Goodsitt 
will showcase his dazzling jug-
gling skills.
A brass quintet with Peter Al-
ley, Andrew Brokaw, Flavel Hey-
man, Steve Schmitz and Ber-
nard Vannoy will perform “Amor 
Marsch,” by Johann Strauss; the 
Rose-Hulman Jazz Band, direct-
ed by Gary Turner, will perform 
“Mission Impossible,” “Bitter-
sweet Romance” and “American 
Patrol”; and the Rose-Hulman 
Strings Ensemble, also directed 
by Turner, will perform “Colonial 
Williamsburg March,” “Celtic 
Celebration” and “Pirates of the 
Caribbean”.
The Rose Chorus, directed by 
David Gibbs, will present “The 
Argument,” by Francis Nesta; 
“Neighbor’s Chorus,” from the 
opera La jolie; and “Somewhere” 
from “West Side Story”; and a 
men’s ensemble of Rose Cho-
rus members will perform Kurt 
Knecht’s  “Manly Men”.
A Rose-Hulman Community 
Recital, also featuring campus 
performers, is planned on April 
24.
Tom Adams, associate professor of mechanical engineering, is shown here playing the acustic guitar at a 
previous Rose performance.  Adams is not teaching any classes this year, due to his work on a textbook. 
In the upcoming performance, he will accompany Julia Williams. 
Rose-Hulman News
Students and faculty showcasing artistic talents in 
Saturday’s Encore Engineers’ Show
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Hey kids!
Own a Nintendo Wii? 
Still have some spare cash?
Want all your friends to read 
about how cool you are?
Heres how, in five easy steps!
1:  Buy an old school game on 
the Wii Shop channel.
2:  Play it.
3:  Write a paragraph describ-
ing the gameplay, how well it 
translated to the new console, 
or even your own rampant 
fanboyism.
4:  Email it to entertainment@ 
rose-hulman.edu and we just 
might print it in an upcoming 
Entertainment feature.
5: Bask in the warm glow of 
your own indie cred.
Eragon: 
book to 
movie flop
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An anti-missile system at-
tached to a FedEx plane took off 
from Los Angles Tuesday dur-
ing a test by the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS). The 
system is designed by Northrop 
Grumman and BAE Systems to 
defend civilian passenger planes 
from shoulder-mounted missile 
attacks. Yeah, you read that right. 
It defends American jets from 
shoulder rockets. Homeland Se-
curity sure has some money to 
burn, don’t they? 
DHS gave Northrop Grumman 
and BAE Systems $45 billion in 
2004 to start development on a 
system that would defend civil-
ian airliners 
from shoulder-
mounted rocket 
attacks similar 
to the two that 
nearly hit an Is-
raeli passenger 
jet taking off 
from Mombasa, 
Kenya in No-
vember 2002. 
According to 
the Associated 
Press, military 
aircraft already 
have a similar 
system, but re-
quire too much 
m a i n t e n a n c e 
and misfi re too 
often to be fea-
sible for use on 
civilian planes. 
The result, which has been 
named “Guardian” by its cre-
ators, locks on to approaching 
rockets and uses a laser invisible 
to the human eye to disrupt the 
missile’s guidance system. It’s 
price tag? $1 million per unit and 
$365 per fl ight 
in maintenance 
costs.
Besides the 
fact that very 
few U.S. airlines 
are concerned 
about the possi-
bility of a rocket 
attack on one of 
their planes, the 
cost of the units 
alone will be too 
prohibitive for 
an industry that 
is already in bad 
shape. Airlines 
have been bank-
rupting them-
selves left and 
right in recent 
years, and cutting 
costs in response. 
In addition, the priorities of the 
modern traveler dictate that the 
airlines will be bringing back 
complete in-fl ight meals and 
full-length feature fi lms before 
they decide to mount an under-
slung paranoia deterrent on each 
of their jets.
While the missile shots at the 
Israeli passenger jet in Kenya are 
still fresh in the DHS’s memory, 
you also have to take into account 
that that was in Kenya. If “Lord of 
War” taught 
us anything, 
it’s that the 
fl ow of high-
p o w e r e d 
weapons is 
quite a bit 
larger in Afri-
ca than in the 
U.S. You also 
have to take 
into account 
that, as the 
A s s o c i a t e d 
Press notes, 
“no passen-
ger plane has 
ever been 
downed by 
a shoulder-
fi red missile 
outside of a combat zone.” 
So while such a missile protec-
tion device might be a warrant-
ed defense on airlines destined 
for turbulent areas, it definitely 
is not necessary or even finan-
cially feasible to implement it 
on the U.S. domestic airline 
fleet. A government report last 
year said 
that the 
prototypes 
for this sys-
tem had 
yet to meet 
DHS reli-
ability re-
quirements 
and that full 
implemen-
tation could 
be as far 
as 20 years 
away. I can’t 
help but 
think that 
the DHS 
has thrown 
away 320 
f u l l - r i d e 
Rose tuition on something we 
probably didn’t need in the first 
place.
Andrew Klusman
Staff Writer
In an unsurprising move, the 
Democrats have put an end to 
their “bipartisanship” rhetoric, 
and have once again begun play-
ing games with the American 
public.
Titled “The College Student 
Relief Act of 2007,” Democrats 
forced through a bill that does 
nothing to relieve college stu-
dents of any form of debt, much 
less help them pay for tuition. 
The bill will, over a period of four 
years, cut the interest rate on 
subsidized Federal Stafford loans 
in half, from 6.8% to 3.4%.  
The 3.4% rate, as noted by many 
Republicans, will be in effect for 
a mere six months, then forcing 
Congress to either continue the 
cut, or allow it to balloon imme-
diately back to 6.8% in January 
2012.  The Democrats allege that 
this bill will help make college 
tuition affordable for millions of 
needy students.  House Repub-
lican Whip Roy Blunt counters 
that, stating that it will not help 
a single student get to college, or 
impact their ability to pay college 
tuition.  
To make college more afford-
able for students, two things 
could be done.  First, Congress 
could investigate real ways to 
help colleges and universities 
stop the tuition explosion that is 
happening around the country. 
Second, Congress could expand 
the Pell Grant Program, which is 
a program that gives needy stu-
dents grants to attend college 
– grants that do not have to be re-
paid upon graduation, unlike the 
Stafford loans.  
But the Stafford program does 
none of this.  Rather, the federal 
government pays the interest 
on these subsidized loans, and 
these students still have to take 
out a loan for a certain amount. 
Hence, this does nothing to help 
current students, or even future 
students lighten the load of col-
lege tuition.  It only makes the 
American public think they are 
getting a deal out of something. 
They are not.
On a much more interesting 
note, however, it only took the 
Democrats a mere 40 hours out 
of the fi rst 100 legislative hours 
to abandon all notions of bipar-
tisanship.  They did not allow any 
debate of this issue to go on in 
the committee level, the fi rst step 
for a bill reaching the fl oor of the 
House, and then they structured 
the fl oor vote in such a way that 
permitted no amendments to 
this bill.  
Now, had this tactic gone on 
under a Republican-controlled 
House, the media would be 
screaming bloody murder over 
this.  Imagine, Republicans ham-
mering an “unfair” bill (because 
the bill only affects a portion of 
all college students) through the 
House, silencing all opposition in 
committee, and not even allow-
ing for constructive criticism or 
freedom of ideas on the fl oor by 
obstructing amendments.  
But, how much is mentioned 
in the news?  Only the fact that 
the Democrats cut – for a whole 
six months, may you remember 
– the interest rate on subsidized 
Federal Stafford loans.  That, and 
they did it all within their “100 
Hour Clock,” which in and of it-
self is a sham, considering it was 
narrowed down to mere legisla-
tive time and the House being 
in session.  But, when one party 
silences another party in com-
mittee, and does not bother to 
allow amendments, it is easy to 
imagine that making legislation 
gets easier.
It’s like R2-D2, but doesn’t fi x things
????????? The Rose Thorn
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Aaron Meles
Opinions Editor
The early death of 
bipartisanism
Any Silverado or expensive 
laser beam fans out there?
email: opinions@rose-hulman.edu
Ryan Schultz
News Editor
First, let me give my heartfelt 
congratulations to the Chevy Sil-
verado, this year’s Motor Trend 
(MT) Truck of the Year (TOTY). 
From all indications, it is a fan-
tastic vehicle, and deserving of 
those coveted golden calipers.
I have but one problem with 
the Silverado being crowned 
champ.  For those of you that 
haven’t seen the competition, 
here’s the rundown.  This year’s 
contest consisted of fi ve contes-
tants, the Chevy Silverado, the 
Chevy Avalanche, the Cadillac 
Escalade EXT, the GMC Sierra, 
and the Ford Explorer Sport Trac. 
The Avalanche, Escalade, Silvera-
do and Sierra are all based on 
the new GMT900 platform.  The 
Sport Trac was the only vehicle 
in the competition not made by 
GM.
MT is quick to point out (on the 
fi rst page of the article, nonethe-
less) that “the truck world moves 
a bit slower than the rest of the 
auto industry...the life cycle of 
a truck is about double that of a 
car.”  MT also claims that they’re 
judging each truck against their 
various criteria, and not against 
each other.  
Yeah, right.  I’m betting that 
if the new Nissan Titan or new 
Toyota Tundra had been in the 
mix, the results might have been 
a bit closer than this year’s all-out 
blow-out.
What bothers me the most 
about this year’s TOTY competi-
tion is that this was essentially 
an inter-divisional competition, 
not the inter-company brawl it 
should be.  If I were GM, I would 
be more than a tad miffed that 
nobody else showed up to the 
party.  After all, what’s the point 
in winning an award when you’re 
playing against yourself?  (And, 
consequentially, what’s the value 
in the award if you win against 
yourself?)  It’s not uncommon 
for MT to compare six trucks in 
a head-to-head competition be-
tween the full-fl edged TOTY shin-
dig.  That’s three times as many as 
there were different trucks pitted 
against one another this year!
MT is absolutely correct that the 
truck world moves slower than the 
car world.  Because of that slow-
ness, and the ridiculously small 
fi eld, the editors of MT should 
have had the foresight to make an 
exception and simply postpone 
the competition until next year.  I 
mean, what if the Sport Trac was 
the only contender?  Would they 
have won by default?  Besides, the 
trucks from this year will only be 
better in the 2008 model year, so 
why not compare then?  I would 
have much rather seen an Ameri-
can-made truck win in a fi eld with 
real contenders, not cloned models 
from the same company (and, I’m 
betting Rick Wagoner, GM’s chair-
man, would have liked to lay the 
smack-down on Toyota as well).
So, here’s my proposition. 
Since, as MT so accurately points 
out, the lifespan of a truck is so 
long, why not make TOTY the 
“Truck of Every-Other Year?” 
That way, there would always be 
a signifi cantly-large fi eld of con-
tenders, and the winner would 
always have the satisfaction of 
whooping up on the other en-
trants (instead of itself).
Motor Trend competition 
is stacked
Chevy Silverado: winner of Motor Trend’s Truck of the Year Award
 http://www.chevrolet.com
1000 Words
by Erin Hudson
The Guardian shoulder-fi red 
missile defense system on a 
FedEx MD-10.
 http://www.news.yahoo.com
... it defends against missiles like 
these.
Department of Defense
?????? ?Friday, January 19, 2007
AFC rivals  to 
meet in title game
The Indianapolis Colts de-
fense was pitted against one of 
the league’s best runningbacks, 
Baltimore Ravens’ Jamal Lewis, 
in AFC divisional play last Sat-
urday. Defense was a common 
theme; there were no touch-
downs scored by either side. 
Adam Vinatieri booted 5 fi eld 
goals as the Colts downed the 
Ravens by a score of 15-6.
The New England Patriots for-
mulated a comeback win over 
the San Diego Chargers. The 
Patriots scored 11 points after 
being down 13-21 at the begin-
ning of the fourth quarter. The 
fi nal score of the game was New 
England, 24; San Diego, 21.
The Indianapolis Colts will 
host the New England Patriots 
in the AFC Championship game 
on Sunday at 6:30 p.m.
NFC produces 
thrilling matchups
The New Orleans Saints 
walked away winners on Sat-
urday night after a divisional 
matchup against the Philadel-
phia Eagles. Deuce McAllister 
propelled the Saints to the vic-
tory with his touchdown and 
143 yards on the turf. The Saints 
won by a fi nal score of 24-27.
The Chiago Bears beat the Se-
attle Seahawks by a fi nal score 
of 27-24 in an evenly-matched 
thriller on Sunday afternoon. 
With the game tied 24-24 in sud-
den-death overtime, Bears kick-
er Robbie Gould sent a 49-yard 
fi eld goal through the uprights 
for the game-winning score.
The Chicago Bears will host 
the New Orleans Saints in the 
NFC Championship game this 
Sunday at 3:00 p.m.
Sports Briefs
by Mike Ferguson
Engineer Scoreboard
Men’s Basketball 6-11 (2-6)
January 13
Manchester                  47
at Rose-Hulman           50
January 16
Rose-Hulman              43
at DePauw                   58
Women’s Basketball 15-2 (7-1)
January 13
Rose-Hulman              48
at Manchester             56
January 17
St. Mary-of-the-Woods      45
at Rose-Hulman           86
Swimming and Diving
January 13   
 Rose-Hulman   RHIT:  Men - 2nd, Women- 2nd
 at Transylvania
Track and Field
January 13   
 Rose-Hulman    RHIT: Men - 1st, Women - 1st
 at Wabash College
Rachel Howser
Staff Writer
Over winter break, the Rose-
Hulman swim team traveled to 
Pensacola Beach, Florida for a 
winter train-
ing session.  The 
six-day session 
included two 
brutal practices 
a day, one in the 
morning and 
one in the after-
noon.  The team 
was free to enjoy 
themselves and 
bond during the 
rest of the day. 
The last practice 
included an op-
tional mile-long 
swim in the open 
waters of the 
Gulf of Mexico, 
approximately 
100 meters from 
shore.  The water 
was a chilly 59 
degrees and the 
air was not much warmer.  Junior 
Amber Jackson stated, “The swim 
was optional, but those of us who 
attempted and fi nished the swim 
were very proud of ourselves—we 
had accomplished a feat that few 
people can claim to have done.” 
She continued, “Overall, the trip 
was hard on our bodies, but was 
salve for our spir-
its and boosted 
our resolve to 
fi nish out the 
season as hard as 
we started it.”
The swim 
team has been 
performing well 
this season.  On 
January 13, they 
brought home 
nine fi rst place 
fi nished in addi-
tion to the eleven 
they brought 
home on De-
cember 9.  The 
swim team’s sea-
son will continue 
with a home 
meet against De-
Pauw on Janu-
ary 24 at 7 p.m.  I 
encourage you all to come out to 
support the swim team and join 
SGA in a tailgating event.
Swimmers benefi t 
from exhausting trip
Jacob Sorensen led the En-
gineers with a pair of wins at 
Transylvania on January 13.
Rose Hulman News
of the Spartans
Defeat
Philip Becker
Staff Writer
After work I usually give my 
girlfriend a call.  It beats walking 
back to my room in silence.  And 
it also relieves some obligation 
once I get to my room and have 
entertaining things to do.
But it’s been cold lately.  My 
hand chills as the cool winter 
quarter air swirls by.  I’m not a fan 
of being cold.   I just don’t find it 
comfortable.  And in the dark of 
night, I worry my hand might 
freeze to my face.  That would 
kind of suck.  Frostbite is bad 
news; the idea of ripping frozen 
flesh off my face is an even more 
horrifying idea.
But I carry those big poofy 
gloves in my coat pockets for 
such an occasion.  So I finally 
put the right glove on so my 
hand could carry my phone in 
warmth.  It also felt like it could 
be a good prank.  People would 
see my gloved hand and assume 
I had on two gloves, but when I 
pulled out my other hand they 
would be baffled and I would 
be giddy with laughter.  Or they 
would bust out a Michael Jack-
son joke on me and the tables 
would be turned.
When I slid my glove on, I 
found it was very comfortable. 
Very comfortable.  Like when you 
pull a fuzzy blanket over you as 
you begin to fall asleep on win-
tery night.  It was amazing.  So I 
threw my prank out the window 
and donned the second glove. 
But that left me a bigger fool as I 
walked around flexing my fingers 
and cooing with comfort.
Now I carry those gloves 
like a security blanket.  I wear 
them whenever I get nervous.  I 
wore them during my last math 
test, despite the difficulty in grip-
ing my pencil.  I wear them for 
presentations, even if I’m the 
only one wearing a tie and snow 
gloves.  And now I’m starting to 
worry nobody is going to like my 
article.
Isu9ppose I’ll wesr therm niow 
rik finkiish thiks piece.  IKt feels 
slomuchj b ettedfd.
“What should we talk about to-
day?  I vote for general plane 
motion, vector approach. 
You don’t get much say.”
-- Prof. Fisher, ruling with an 
iron fist
“And they’ll say, ‘Give me your 
pants!’”
-- Prof. Livesay, on business 
plans
“I think most of you, including 
the drunks,  are here.”
-- Prof. Mutchler, being in-
clusive
“Size matters, guys.”
-- Prof. Carlson, addressing a 
prominent and growing issue
“Just remember: Baby Boomers 
screwed up everything. It’s 
all their fault.”
-- Prof. Casey, not trusting 
anyone over thirty
“SQL doesn’t support +=, but 
O+= does represent the star-
ship Enterprise.”
-- Prof. Clifton, showing mas-
tery of obscure emoticons
“Lesbian vampires are cool, but 
not worth losing your job 
over.”
-- Prof. Minster, though I 
might beg to differ
“Don’t come back and tell me, 
‘It’s Carlson’s fault that the 
shuttle melted.’”
-- Prof. Carlson, passing the 
buck
“I was working while I watch it. 
I’m a badass.”
-- Prof. Casey, who really is a 
badass
“You don’t get any of my jokes. 
Or some computer is just 
beeping.”
-- Prof. Mutchler, being con-
fused
“This graph goes from two to 
fifty gigabillion. It’s drawn to 
scale.”
-- Prof. Bremmer, communi-
cator
Wacky Prof Quotes
Send your prof quotes 
or other humor material 
to flipside@rose-hulman.edu
The Little Line o’ Litigious Lard: The content of the Flipside is intended to be purely humorous, and it does not represent the opinions of the Rose Thorn or Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. It doesn’t represent anybody’s opinions. 
I keep getting threatened with things.  Someone help me.  Facts in “This Day in History” courtesy of New York Times Online.  All material is copyright of its owner.  Any unattributed material was created by Gregory Weir. 
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This Day in History
In 1809, Edgar Allen Poe is 
born after spending about 
nine months in his mother’s 
womb.  Later, he writes stories 
about small spaces and 
maddening rhythmic noises. 
Coincidence?  I think not.
I use the passive voice to show how gentle I’ll be.
In Addition
This is an emergency.  Will Sir 
Joshua “Big Boy” Hertz, KCMG, 
Esquire, please contact Nation-
al Headquarters immediately 
with a summary of your sta-
tus and the appropriate code-
phrase?  Your lights are on.
Top ten things to do when you’re 
done with Assassins
10.
9.
8.
7.
6.
5.
4.
3.
2.
1.
Matthew Melton
Staff Writer
Terminate everyone left on the list! All four of them!
Remove the barricades from your last mark’s room.
Get your desk, bed, and closet out of the bathroom.
Change your Facebook account back to the actual you.
Explain to your advisor why you absolutely had to jump out of 
that second story window to get away.
Pay your body double and send him on his way.
Fill in that tunnel you dug from your room to Olin.
Apologize to that one kid whose room you sat in front of for seven 
hours the night before a test.
Return the Pizza Hut uniform you borrowed to assassinate that 
one kid who never left his room.
Find a friend still in the game, go to his room, tell him you’re here 
to kill him and he has a test in 15 minutes, then watch the fun.
Comfort gloves
Hello boys and 
girls!  Today we 
have a fantabulous 
lesson in how to 
walk properly at 
Rose-Hulman!  
Let’s watch and 
learn as Jane 
and John take us 
through the steps.
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What should they 
do?
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That’s all we have 
time for this week, 
boys and girls.  
Tune in next hour 
for those crazy 
adventures of 
Ge
rr
y J
.
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How to walk on a sidewalk Ryan Schultz
